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562 TEN YEARS OF IMPERIALISM IN FRANCE. [April, 

Languages has just appeared, was the only trustworthy authority, and 
he is far from giving all the words of the language. It is upon the 
basis of his labors that M. Scheler has undertaken the work before us, 
completing the partial researches of the German scholar by his own 
ample contributions, and by a judicious but liberal use of the new 
productions of Belgian etymologists, at the head of whom stands 
Grandgagnage. The result is a work in every respect valuable, and 
truly meeting the requirements of " modern science." 

Another point not to be overlooked is the compactness of the Dic- 
tionnaire d'Etymologie. It is the most comprehensive manual of a 
language we have ever had the good fortune to possess, containing 
just what is needed, and not a word more. For this the author 
deserves thanks. The temptations to be diffuse were great, and he 
has overcome them. It is a relief to use such a work after unmen- 
tionable folios and quartos which generally give less information. Yet 
some words are discussed at length. For example, aller has more 
than a column. Many have written pages to solve the riddle of this 
verb. M. Scheler briefly sums up the arguments of Diez in favor of 
aditare, already proposed by Muratori ; then the refutation of Lan- 
gensiepen, who saw the origin in addere. The fanciful etymologies of 
Menage are stated, also the arguments in favor of a German parent- 
age. True, in the end no result is attained ; but in this respect the 
author is no more unfortunate than his predecessors, and the reader 
has had the shortest possible exposition of all sides. It is something 
to know that we know nothing. Perhaps in no book can this truth be 
reached sooner than in an etymological dictionary. 

But we have chosen an extreme case. In general a clear, certain 
origin is set down with all possible brevity, the historical changes of 
the word being given when necessary for a full understanding. Dia- 
lectic differences of speech are considered. In short, it is a work 
that no one aiming at more than a mere superficial knowledge of the 
French will wish to be without. 



4. — Ten Years of Imperialism in France : Impressions of a " Fla- 
neur." Edinburgh and London: William Blackwood & Sons. 
1862. 8vo. pp. 222. 

Tdeee is no lack of new books on France, and this is one of the 
best. The author, though an Englishman, seems to enter upon his 
subject without any trace of national prejudice. Indeed, we fancy at 
times that he has been rather dazzled by the splendors of imperialism, 
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— at least he never fails to do full justice to all that deserves praise. 
The work opens with an interesting survey of the changes that have 
taken place in Paris during the last ten years. A chapter entitled 
" What is the Cost, and who pays," ably presents instructive statistics, 
while in succeeding chapters on " Garrison and Camp," "Terrestrial 
Providence and its Drawbacks," " Terrestrial Providence and its Ad- 
vantages," the author evinces more than mere surface knowledge of his 
subject, as he discusses at some length the systematic intermeddling 
of the present government of France in all things, — the fertilizing 
system which has of late years produced such a sudden hothouse 
growth in every branch of industry. But by far the most valuable 
portion of the work is that devoted to the effects of the new interna- 
tional commercial treaties between France and England. The " Fla- 
neur " gives an amusing sketch of the feelings of the population at 
the first flood of cheap English goods, — of their satisfaction on 
instituting the comparison with their own finer fabrics. Never did 
English manufacturers more grossly miscalculate than in blunder- 
ingly seizing upon that opportunity to rid themselves of what they 
could not sell at home. They failed completely in introducing a 
" fashion " for their articles when it would have been so easy, and now 
they must bear the penalty till time shall have worn off the first 
unfavorable impression. 

We could wish the " Flaneur " had stopped here, and not endeavored 
to speak on the present literary aspects of France. He evidently was 
not at home here, and he had said enough on other topics not to 
betray his want of information on what no one would have asked of 
him. With this exception, his book is deserving of all praise. 



5. — Memoires aVun Mormon. Par L. A. Bertrand. Paris : Dentu. 
1862. 12mo. pp. 323. 

M. Bertrand is the first native French convert to the faith of 
the Latter-Day Saints who has published an account of his conver- 
sion and his experience. He writes in the sincerity and earnestness 
of thorough conviction, assured that the institutions, morality, comfort, 
and promise of the Mormon religion are the best ever given to man. 
He has no misgivings about the mission or inspiration of the Prophet 
Joseph, and he accepts the word of this seer as the unquestionable 
and sublime voice of the Most High. For the living President of 
the Church, Brigham, the Wise and the Holy, (whom he does not, 
like M. Isambart, style Le Jeune,) he has unbounded veneration. 
All gifts and graces are centred in this King of the Saints. He is 



